BosweWs visit to Streatham.        [A.
did he give to this delicate question. And yet, on occasion, he owned that he once had almost asked a P ise of Mrs. Johnson that she would not marry ag"^11' had checked himself. Indeed, I cannot help thinking"* in his case the request would have been unreasonable ; if Mrs. Johnson forgot, or thought it no injury to tfoe rr ory of her first love,—the husband of her youth and father of her children,—to make a second marriage, should she be precluded from a third, should she be s< clined? In Johnson's persevering fond appropriation oi Tetty, even after her decease, he seems totally to have c looked the prior claim of the honest Birmingham trader presume that her having been married before had, at til given him some uneasiness; for I remember his obsen upon the marriage of one of our common friends, c He done a very foolish thing, Sir; he has married a wid when he might have had a maid V
We drank tea with Mrs. Williams.    I had last year pleasure of seeing Mrs. Thrale at Dr. Johnson's one  m ing, and had conversation enough with her to admire talents, and to shew her that I was as Johnsonian   as '. self.    Dr. Johnson had probably been kind enough to sp well of me, for this evening he delivered me a very lite card from Mr. Thrale and her, inviting me to   Str ham.
On the 6th of October I complied with this obliging vitation, and found, at an elegant villa, six miles from to every circumstance that can make society pleasing. Jo son, though quite at home, was yet looked up to with ail a tempered by affection, and seemed to be equally tlie c of his host and hostess. I rejoiced at seeing him so h.ap|
school-fellow, whom he met a year or two later in Lichfield, who ' had, as he phrased it, a matter of four wives, for which,' added Jo son to Mrs. Thrale, ' neither you nor I like him much the t»et1 Piozsi Letters, i. 41.
1 Mr. Langton married the widow of the Earl of  Rothes ; jt March 20,1771.as paid by Johnson's old
